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New Business Committee. He was elect-
ed vice president of the ISEA in 2006
and, on the national level, was a mem-
ber of the NEA Resolutions Committee.

As Chris retires from his presidency
of the Iowa State Education Associa-
tion, I wish him the very best. Chris’
service to education as a teacher and
ISEA leader remind me of the quote by
American essayist Christopher Morley
who said, ‘““Things of the spirit differ
from things material in that the more
you give the more you have.”

Indeed, Chris Bern has much. I wish
him the best in his future endeavors.e

————
HOSMER, SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, today I wish to pay tribute
to the 1256th anniversary of the found-
ing of the town of Hosmer, SD. Located
in Edmunds County, Hosmer is a close-
knit community with a rich cultural
heritage and a strong tradition of
farming.

Named after Stella Hosmer, the rail-
road agent’s wife, the town was found-
ed in 1887 and officially incorporated in
1904. BEarly settlers arrived in Hosmer
shortly after the town’s founding. Most
were German-Russians, who persevered
despite drought, poor land, and grass-
hopper infestations. Thanks in part to
its location along the Chicago, Mil-
waukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad,
by the 1920s Hosmer was a flourishing
community. Local businesses popped
up, including general stores, cream sta-
tions, churches, a drug store, meat
market, and a hotel.

Today in Hosmer they still honor the
traditions of their German-Russian an-
cestors. Kuchen, German-style noodles,
and German-style sausage are just a
few of their culinary specialties, avail-
able in local establishments. Many
residents proudly make their own sau-
sage, much like the intrepid settlers
who founded Hosmer 125 years ago.

The people of Hosmer will be cele-
brating their quasquicentennial June
29 to July 1 with a complete schedule
of events. There will be entertainment
for children in the park, a free meal,
car show, parade, dances, music, and
performances. It promises to be a
weekend full of family fun.

Mr. President, 1256 years after its
founding, Hosmer continues to be a
small town that represents the best
South Dakota has to offer. I am hon-
ored to congratulate the people of
Hosmer on this memorable occasion.e

——
TRIBUTE TO ALECK SHILAOS

e Mr. LEE. Mr. President, today I wish
to recognize the exemplary service of
Chief Aleck Shilaos, who has served in
law enforcement for 43 years and as the
chief of police for the city of Price, UT
for 25 years.

Shilaos began his career in 1969 as
the first parking officer ever hired by
the University of Utah. When the uni-
versity’s security force became an offi-
cial police department, Aleck joined
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the police force. The school’s biggest
need for police stemmed from theft at
the University Hospital, where felons
from Utah’s prison system would re-
ceive medical treatment. The crime
wave was quickly stopped, saving the
hospital untold long-term costs.

In 1972, Shilaos accepted a position
with the Lakewood, CO Police Depart-
ment, where he served for a decade and
continued to improve his merits as a
nationally ranked pistol shooter. Those
skills helped him to gain immediate re-
spect from fellow officers when he
joined the police force in his hometown
of Price a decade later. Five years
later, he was named chief of police in
Price, a position he would hold for the
next quarter of a century.

Under Shilaos’s leadership, the Price
Police Department advanced into the
information age. With Shilaos at the
helm, Price began implementing tech-
nologies that increased efficiency and
paved the way for the next generation
of police officers.

Shilaos graduated from the FBI Na-
tional Academy in 1995, created his de-
partment’s first detective division, and
a new field training program. Addition-
ally, Shilaos looked beyond his own de-
partment and helped to found a re-
gional drug strike force and SWAT
team, and implemented the DARE
anti-drug program in local schools.

Shilaos also fought a brave personal
battle against non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma. Diagnosed in 2010, the dis-
ease is now in remission. Shilaos re-
cently commented that the good days
now outnumber the bad ones.

Aleck Shilaos has been an out-
standing public servant for the city of
Price, UT and will surely be missed.
His career is an example of leadership,
dedication, and commitment. I wish he
and his wife Shirley a long and enjoy-
able retirement, and thank him for his
dedicated service.®

RECOGNIZING INDIANA PRAIRIE
FARMER MAGAZINE

e Mr. LUGAR, Mr. President, today I
would like to recognize a publication
in the State of Indiana that is not only
making sure to supply useful informa-
tion that will help Hoosier farm fami-
lies thrive but is also taking the time
to honor exceptional families through
the Master Farmer award program.

As one of 18 State and regional sub-
sidiaries of Farm Progress, Indiana
Prairie Farmer is constantly striving
to ensure that our farmers are
equipped with the information and sup-
port necessary to handle the difficult
tasks facing agriculturalists. At the
helm of this initiative is editor Tom
Bechman who not only brings experi-
ence from a small tenant dairy farm
but is also nationally known for his
coverage of Midwest agronomy, con-
servation, no-till farming, farm man-
agement, farm safety, high-tech farm-
ing and personal property tax relief.

Considered one of the top honors an
Indiana farmer can receive, the first
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Master Farmer was presented in De-
cember 1925 in Chicago. The first 21 In-
diana farmers to receive the award had
an average farm size of 202 acres. The
program was discontinued in 1935 due
to the Great Depression and reinstated
by James C. Thompson, then-managing
editor of the Prairie Farmer, in 1968.
More than 200 Indiana farmers have
been recognized since the program was
reborn. In addition, roughly a dozen
people who are not farmers but who
made great contributions to Indiana
agriculture have been recognized as
Honorary Master Farmers. In 2006, Pur-
due University’s College of Agriculture
joined Indiana Prairie Farmer as co-
sponsor of the award and has since
been supported by two Glenn W. Sam-
ple dean’s of the College of Agri-
culture, making sure that it main-
tained its reputation as a top award.

As a farmer myself, I am honored as
both a Hoosier and member of the agri-
culture industry to have the great
work of my fellow agriculturalists rec-
ognized by Mr. Bechman and the Indi-
ana Prairie Farmer. Their tireless ef-
forts to identify and reward Indiana
farmers for their work to provide the
safest, most abundant and least expen-
sive food supply in the world is hum-
bling and deserves the utmost recogni-
tion.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Indiana Prairie Farmer for
their work on behalf of Indiana farmers
and the Master Farmer award program.
I am privileged to represent a State so
dedicated to this vital industry and its
participants.e

———

RECOGNIZING INNOVATIVE
LIVESTOCK SERVICES

e Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, you
have heard me recount numerous sto-
ries on the importance of agriculture
in my home State of Kansas. Many of
these stories center around the fact
that cattle outnumber people by more
than two to one, and I often joke that
cattle are usually in a better mood. In
recent years, the Kansas livestock in-
dustry has accounted for nearly 50 per-
cent of all agricultural cash receipts
within the State.

Mr. LEE Borck, chairman, and Mr.
Andrew Murphy, president and chief
executive officer, of Innovative Live-
stock Services have played a key role
within the livestock industry. I want
to take this opportunity to recognize
part of the Innovative Livestock Serv-
ices operation, Ward Feed Yard, on
celebrating 50 years of feeding cattle.
Great Bend Feeding and Ward Feed
Yard, both part of the Innovative Live-
stock Services operation, have now
been in business for more than 50
years. There is no doubt in the strong
heritage, optimistic outlook and posi-
tive economic development this cattle
feeding company has created in Kan-
sas. Just as the beef industry is a lead-
ing segment of the agriculture industry
in Kansas, with the leadership of Mr.
Borck and Mr. MURPHY, Innovative
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